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Centralia College Foundation 
Ellis Oliver Business Speaker Series 

presents: 

Tuesday, December 15, 7 p.m. 
Centralia College Science Center, Room 121 

This exciting presentation will open your 
eyes and your business to a new world!   
This program is open to the public and 
is offered without charge thanks to the 

Centralia College Foundation. 

Call 360.736.9391, ext. 290,  
for further details.

Growing  
Your  

Business

Ellis Oliver Series

The Ellis W. Oliver Business Series 
is an ongoing program of speakers 
and events important to marketing 
and business in our region. Business 

leaders and innovators are invited to Southwest 
Washington to share their experience and 
insight.

The Ellis W. Oliver Business Series is 
funded through a generous endowment created 
by the extended pioneer Oliver family. Ellis 
Oliver is a Centralia High School graduate who 
attended Centralia College, where he excelled 
in business classes. He earned a degree from the 
University of Washington in 1941.

Following wartime service in the U.S. 
Navy, Mr. Oliver returned to Centralia. He soon 
became the owner of Oliver-Rickard Hardware, 
a business he ran until 1960.

Oliver then became a partner and manager 
of the Lewis and Clark Hotel, which he ran for 
another decade.

Ellis Oliver was also active in public 
service to his community, sitting on the City 
Commission, serving as Mayor, and was active 
on the Civil Service Board.

It was his business skill and expertise, 
however, that best exemplified his rewarding 
life in and around Centralia. Oliver eventually 
refocused his career to become a highly 
successful financial advisor and broker, 
providing service to business communities 
throughout Southwest Washington.

It is especially fitting that Ellis Oliver, 
through his family legacy and this series, 
continues to bring  information about 
successful and innovative business practices to 
the community. 

The Centralia College Foundation is proud 
to sponsor this outstanding resource.



Social Media = Big Biz

The fine line between the digital world 
and real life is getting fuzzy. The Internet 
has become the information hub where 
increasing numbers of people spend a 

their time learning, communicating with friends, 
communicating, and––more to the point––learning 
about products and services.

Sometimes it’s easy to lose sight of just how 
important those persuasions might be to your business 
or products. The market potential is staggering!

Consider this:

•	Last year the word “Google” was Googled over 
70,000,000 times every month

•	There are 1,430,000 Google results for the name 
Robert Scobie

•	There are 2,695,205 articles in English on 
Wikipedia and they were read by more than 
684,000,000 people in one year

•	There were 70,000,000 videos on YouTube one 
day last year. In January 2009, 112,486,327 people 
viewed the single most-watched YouTube video in 
one day

•	There are over 1.2 billion Tweets posted to date
•	Aggregate users spend about 2.6 billion minutes on 

Facebook every day

Are You Using These  
Resources for Your Business?  
If Not, Why Not?

The next Ellis Oliver Business Speaker Series 
Presentation features acclaimed entrepreneur Clay 
Loges. This savvy social media expert will give you 
the tools you need to put your business or product in 
the heady stratosphere of the social Internet – one of 
the biggest potential moneymakers a business person 
can ever hope to tap.

The Ellis Oliver Speaker’s 
Series is one of many 
community services 
provided by the Centralia 

College Foundation. The foundation 
generates and administers hundreds 
of scholarships for deserving 
students, helps fund buildings and 

improvements on the campus, and extends 
academic programs in the classrooms.

The foundation is also instrumental in selecting 
students for major scholarship programs including 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math).

Businesses, individuals, and families are invited 
to join the foundation in these critical endeavors. 
You may choose to help during the annual 
campaign for scholarships, play an important role 
in capital project growth at the college, or make 
Centralia College a part of your family heritage 
through a lasting gift or memorial from your estate.

Please call the foundation to learn how your gift 
can help future generation realize their dreams of 
a quality education and how easy it is to become a 
force for good in our community.

The Centralia College Foundation: 736-9391, 
ext. 290, or http://foundation.centralia.edu/

Clay Loges began his business career “inside the 
box” at IBM and in new product development for 
Washington Mutual. It didn’t take Loges long to shake 
the corporate environment and set out on his own, 
using the emerging world of the computer.

An early success was a regional chain of quick 
oil change shops in the Puget Sound area. Loges 
expanded the concept with a franchise group into 
California and then nationwide. You know the brand 
under the banner Jiffy Lube.

Typical of many of Clay Loges’ businesses, these 
chains were game-changing, disruptive concepts. His 
career continues to be based on pioneering other new 
services. He joins the Centralia College Foundation’s 
list of insightful business resources with his initiatives 
to use the ever-expanding social media audience to 
advantage.

Loges thinks outside conventional borders, and 
operates his businesses in the same manner. The 
international entrepreneur has built and operated 
significant telecom networks in Russia, Belarus, and 
Uzbekistan. Even further outside the proverbial box, 
Loges founded and operated a commercial radio 
station in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Clay Loges is typically associated with the kind of 
original thinking that disrupts established practices to 
create new business opportunities.

One of his enterprises is Yodia––short for “your 
audio”––a Web-based service that allows individuals 
to record and match their voice comments to their 
digital photos. Yodio was selected by PD World as 
one of the 25 sites to watch in 2010.

His philosophy, and the message Clay Loges brings 
to the foundation’s business series, is to market “faster, 
cheaper, and deeper” using social media.

You won’t want to miss this opportunity to hear 
Loges speak. He delivers his message on Tuesday, 
Dec. 15 at 7 p.m., in room 121 of the Science Center 
on the Centralia College campus.

This ground breaking program is free and open to the 
public. For further information, please call the Centralia 
College Foundation office at 736-9391, ext. 290.
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Centralia WA 98531
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